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a "Forest land" as reported here is defined as land spanning more than 0.5 hectares (ha) and having trees higher than 5 m with a canopy cover of more than 10%, or trees able to reach these thresholds in situ. Forest land does not include land that is predominantly under agricultural or urban use, "other wooded land," and "other land with tree cover,"
which together account for 11% of the earth's total land area.
bThe Russian Federation is reported as part of Europe; of the 1001.4 million hectares of forest land in Europe, 809 million hectares (80.8%) lie within the Russian Federation. aNot all countries reported figures for forest ownership; thus, data are in relation to the total forested area of those reporting regions.
bPublic ownership category includes government-owned and -managed forests and forests set aside for communities but ultimately owned by governments. and they did little to alleviate rural poverty among forest peoples (Poffenberger 1999 (Poffenberger , 2000 there, but are rapidly increasing in number ( J.
McCarthy 2006).

United States
Forest land covers 33% of the United States.
Of this percentage, 43% is in government ownership and managed mainly by the U.S.
Forest Service (Smith et al. 2004 1995 , Primack et al. 1998 , Zarin et al. 2004 
